
Smith-Midland wins 
ACI chapter award for 
precast concrete condo 

Officials at Smith,Midland Corp. were 

the recipients of the Judges' Award in the 

American Concrete Institute National Capital 

C hapter's 2006 Concrete Construction 
Awards Progra m for a SLENDERWALL proj, 

eet at the lO-swry, 292-unit Jefferson a[ 

Logan Ci rcle in Washingml1 D.C. 

A rchitect Maurice Walters and owner 

Aaron Licben, JPI, created a strong, fu nc­

tiona l and cos t-effective mid-rise lux­

ury condominium complex in downtow n 

Washington made enti rely of precast concrete 

using the SLEN DERWALL A rchitec tural 

Precast Concrete Panel System. The lise 
of SLENDERWALL reduced the cost and 
duration of the construction project while 

allowing the new structure to blend in with 

ex isting res idential buildings ncmby. 
SLENDERWALL was largely chosen for 

the project because of the abi lity to combine 

the aesthetic qualities of a C lass,A brick fin, 

ish with the advantages of a panel system. 

Due to SLENDERWALL:s "lift-.nd-rclease" 
panel landing system, installation time and 

costs me reduced compared to traditional con­

struction. For this particular project, the con, 

struction schedule was accelerated by 45 days. 

SLENDERWALL also reduces heating and cool­

ing costs for the completed structure because of 

the system's low thennal transfer rate. 
The precast concrete a rchitectural panels 

feature 2 inches of precast concrete secured 

to a heavy gauge ga lvanized steel frame by 

epoxy,coated sta in less steel Nelson anchors. 

The in tegrated steel wall studs allow for 

max imum usable space with in the build, 

ing. SLENDERWALL is the only panel sys­

tem that offers the latest DURA FLEX TM 

3600 technology. This technology allows 

isolation of the build ing frame from the 

exterior precast concrete skin and the struc, 

tural stresses associated with wi nd loading, 

structural steel movement, expansion and 

comraction, and seismic shock. DURA FLEX 
TM 3600 is the only 2,inch wall connection 

that meets AAMA 501.4-2000, the Inrerstory 

Differentia l Movement vertical and horizon, 

ta l displacement test. CM 
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Haas Archi tects and Engineers of Stare 

College, Penn. was commissioned by the 

counci ls to conduct the scudy seeking to 

compclrc costs between light construction and 

noncomhustihle fire,contai nment cons( ruc, 

tion sllch cl S concre te masonry. 

"Ex isting U.S. builJing codes, ~Hmdards 

and construct ion favor the use of light con­

struct ion over noncombustible fire conta in­

ment construction, even though fire. kills 

more Americans annually than all o ther 

natu ral disasters combined," sHid Haas C hief 

Engineer Walter Schneider, PhD, PE. "The 

Un ited States has one of the worst fi re s<lfety 

records among industri alized n<arions around 

the world. This situation exists despite a 

preva lent usc of detection systems, tough 

code requ irements for sprinklers, ,md some of 

rhe best trai ned and equipped fire se rvice and 

emergency re~ponse teams." 

The build ing model chosen for the study 

was a four,story, mult ifamily res ident ial struc-

[Ure with abollt 25,000 square feet per floor. 

Two different floor layouts were used to more 

rea li stica ll y address the variety of construc, 

lion configurations commonly found in the 

multifamily dwelli ng marke tplace and to bet­

ter eV<l lu(1 te the relative constr uct ion costs. 

Copies of the report ca n be obla ined from 

Pennsylwll1 ia Fire Safe Construction Advisory 

Council Execut ive Director, Jan Boyer by call, 

ing 717,279-6346 or e-mailing jlboycr@nbn. 

net. CM 


